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were to take him. Such marks of affection, displayed
in public, catch the eyes of these people; and they
listen to us more willingly when they see us cherished
by persons of so much merit and influence.

On the 23rd of the same, I received a letter from
Father de Quen, informing me of the death of a
young Montagnez child that had been given to us.
His father had come to me and said: ‘‘I have only
two children left; one is sick, the other is still in
health. I give thee both of them, for thou wilt keep
them better than I can.”” I replied to him that, as for
the sick one, I did not know where to put it,—that
he should keep it in his cabin, and that we would go
often and visit it, which we did; the poor child was
instructed and baptized, and died a child of God.
The other one we took with us. Monsieur the Gov-
ernor had some good clothes made for him in the
French way, and gave him all his little outfit, as we
do to a Seminarist. Now as he was restless, and as
we were often occupied by the coming of the ships,
this child found it rather dull and went back with
his father, who intended to send him to us again with
one of his relatives, as soon as we [3041i.e., 300]
should be free. But alas! he could not do it, for a
sudden illness seized and carried off this poor little
one in a short time, without baptism. It is quite a
serious misfortune. The judgments of God are mys-
terious; he has taken one of them, and rejected the
other.

On the same day I received the fragment of a let-
ter containing these words: ‘‘ There is reason for
great edification in all that has been inserted in the
Relation which has been sent. We would ask, how-
ever, for some enlightenment as to what we may



